[Bacterial Keratitis].
Worldwide inflammatory corneal diseases are considered to be one of the leading causes of monocular blindness. Bacterial infectious are still predominant and are found in 80 % of patients with ulcerative keratitis. In recent years, both changes in risk conditions and changes in the bacterial spectrum can be observed. Contact lenses and refractive surgery are factors that have increased in importance according to some studies. Microorganisms especially Pseudomonas spp. and atypical mycobacteria are detectable in these patients. In contrast, the bacterial keratitis is observed less frequently after trauma. The broad, often unsighted use of highly effective antimicrobial agents, especially of fluoroquinolones is assumed to be a factor in the transformation of the microbial spectrum. Due to the frequent course of keratitis and a targeted, effective therapy to initiate a pathogen is desirable. The possibilities of diagnostics have been expanded in recent years by molecular biological techniques, but cannot replace established methods. The aim of this paper is to provide a positioning on current aspects of bacterial keratitis.